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1) Introduction
We were asked to visit Coxmoor Golf Club on the 2nd September 2015 with a view to providing
recommendations for improving the golf course over a 5-10 year period. Ken Moodie made a return
visit on 9th October to take some more photographs and check a few things on site. We understand
that the Club has embarked on a programme of heathland restoration, which we fully support, but is
also keen to improve the quality and positioning of the bunkers. This report will therefore focus
on bunker siting and design advice but will also look at other aspects of the courses such as
potential new tees, areas of mounding or hollows, green alterations and returning the essential
heathland character to the course where it has been lost. Coxmoor Golf Club is considered to be one
of the top three golf courses in Nottinghamshire and having visited it we would concur that it is
indeed a very fine golf course. However, we believe that it could be much better by continuing the
heathland regeneration programme and by implementing some relatively small-scale design
improvements to create a more visually appealing golf course and a better strategic challenge for
today’s golfer.
On our visit on the 2nd September we met with representatives of the Club including the Greens
Chairman, Paul Orton and Course Manager, Ben Cumberland and walked the course with them in
the morning. Following lunch, and a heavy downpour of rain, we spent the rest of the day on the
course on our own to discuss and finalise our thoughts on individual holes.
Before we look at the individual holes in detail we will firstly provide a brief summary of the
history of the course layout, consider the balance and variety of length of holes, and some key
layout issues in the Chapter entitled The Layout. We will then outline the principles of strategic
design and discuss issues such as bunker shaping and construction techniques under the chapter
Bunkers & Strategy. A Hole-by-Hole Analysis & Proposals will follow in which we will consider
the strategy and challenge present within each of the individual golf holes and identify potential
areas for improvement. Some information on Construction Costs will then be provided in the final
chapter together with a Conclusion offering suggestions on the way forward.

2) The Layout
Brief History
Coxmoor Golf Club was founded in 1913 and golfers originally played over a 9-hole course which
was designed by a Mr Tunbridge, the Golf Professional at Mansfield Golf Club. This was sited to
the north-west of the current clubhouse in the area of existing holes 7, 8, 12 and 13 as illustrated on
the plan, below, downloaded from the Club’s website. It appears that only the existing 8th and 12th
green locations date from this period, although the greens may have been remodelled since.

In 1929, a new 9 holes were added with the help of Tom Williamson, the Professional at nearby
Notts (Hollinwell) Golf Club, to create an 18-hole golf course. Since this was sited on the opposite
side of the Coxmoor Road and required a road crossing it was soon replaced, between 1934-36, by
a new 18 holes to the north of the road when suitable land became available. Tom Williamson co-

designed it with Len White, the Professional at Coxmoor. The current course dates from this period
th
and the aerial photo from the 28 July 1948, reproduced below, shows the course much as it was
when it was completed. We have numbered the holes as they play today to make it easier to
compare with the current layout, but since the original clubhouse location was in the north-west
corner of the course they played in a different order, with the 13th playing as the 1st.

There are a few features of note including; the 11th hole used to play from a tee to the left of the
current 10th hole and a long bunker ran along the boundary to the left of the 6th fairway. It is also
fascinating to see how open the course was in those days and that only a few small stand of trees

existed. Although the heathland habitat was then limited to the area of the original 9-hole course,
since the new holes had been converted from farmland, it would have quickly established in the
open landscape that existed at that time
Current Layout
The current layout of the golf course is very similar to the 1936 layout but there are now many
more trees. The centrally repositioned clubhouse provides two loops of nine holes which return to
the start-point and allows more flexible use of the facilities and the option of a two-tee start.

Scorecard
We have reproduced the scorecard for the course below. The course is of a challenging length for a
top-class members club but short by modern standards for top men’s professional and amateur
events. The par of 73 also makes it a little easier to play to par than the length would indicate since
each stroke of par is equivalent to around 220 yards of length in the calculation of the men’s
Standard Scratch Score. The nines are slightly unbalanced but that is due to the additional par 5 on
the back nine for men. Ladies have three par 5’s in each nine and a closer balance of length.
Hole
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
Out
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
In
Total

Champ
Yards
437
189
493
301
436
530
136
407
375
3304
159
350
401
535
382
319
557
194
539
3436
6740

Medal Men's
Par
Yards Yards
437
423
4
189
169
3
493
476
5
301
279
4
414
391
4
519
474
5
135
128
3
387
368
4
356
335
4
3231 3043
36
159
152
3
350
357
4
388
371
4
535
523
5
359
299
4
319
288
4
531
516
5
194
174
3
511
501
5
3346 3181
37
6577 6224
73

SI
5
16
9
13
2
7
18
4
12
17
10
1
14
6
15
3
11
8

Ladies'
Yards

Par

SI

396
148
434
258
335
406
127
305
283
2692
148
325
298
480
277
245
480
116
444
2813
5505

5
3
5
4
4
5
3
4
4
37
3
4
4
5
4
4
5
3
5
37
74

9
15
5
13
1
4
17
11
10
18
3
8
12
6
14
2
16
7

In order to make the par of the course better aligned to suit play by top amateur and professional
men’s competition the 3rd and 13th holes could be re-designated as par 4’s without having to shorten
them, although we would suggest that the 13th could be played from the Yellow tees instead. The
14th hole at Chambers Bay, where the US Open was played this year, was 546 yards in length. It
could be argued that the 18th hole should also be made into a par 4 for tournament play but its uphill
th
nature makes it more challenging than the 13 , especially if the pin is put on the back of the green
which effectively adds another 20 yards to the hole.
For normal play we would keep the par the same since the course is very unusual in the fact that
there are no more than two par 4’s in a row at any point in the round which provides a great variety
of playing experience. Not only that but the length of the holes changes greatly and none of the
sequential par 4’s are of equivalent length. If the 3rd hole was turned into a par 4 it would be too
challenging for most, especially since the drive plays blind over the ridge.
The chart, overleaf, provides a comparison between the length of each hole as played from the
men’s and ladies’ medal tees. The stippled bar provides a theoretical length for the ladies holes
based on a ratio of 85% of the white tees which is the normal formula applied when designing a
new golf course as borne out by data from the men’s and ladies’ US and European professional
tours. This shows that there is a big difference between the relative playing length of many holes,
such as the par 3, 17th, which is considerably shorter for women. However the 7th and 10th par 3’s
play longer which compensates for some of the difference.

Since the playing length of many of the holes is very different for men and ladies this will make it
trickier to site bunkers appropriately for both sexes. We will look at this in more detail in the next
chapter, entitled Bunkers & Strategy. Some consideration could be given to re-siting some of the
ladies tees to provide greater parity which will be beneficial when it comes to mixed competition.
However there are generally sound reasons for the variations, such as the designation of the 1st hole
as a par 5 for ladies.
Spread of Hole Length & Par
The graphs, below and overleaf, provide a ranking of the hole-lengths from each of the tee markers,
which has been adjusted for topography, and this gives a good indication of the variety of shot
which golfers will be asked to play.

It is evident that there is a good variety of par 3 length from each of the tee markers, although the
nd
th
2 and 10 holes play to a similar length from the Yellow markers. We have therefore suggested
that the 2nd hole is lengthened by 5 yards in our proposals for the hole so that there is a club length
between them. Some more variety could also be introduced in the par 3’s for ladies. The par 4’s
also show a pretty good spread from two driveable ones on each nine at holes 4 and 15, which are
always good fun to play, up to the 5th which has the longest playing length of all of the par 4’s when
played from the back tees. There are no long par 4’s which could be considered a weakness as a test
for top golfers, but it makes it more enjoyable to play for the club golfer and average visitor. As
identified earlier the two shortest par 5’s could be re-designated as par 4’s from the back tees.

The Club is fortunate to possess some longer par 5’s which many golf clubs do not have and also
th
space to extend the 16 to make it even more challenging and a greater difference in length from
the 18th hole which follows soon after. We have recommended that the 16th is lengthened from the
Black, White and Yellow tees, but feel that it is already long enough from the Red tees.

The scorecard, below, shows the revised length of the various courses based on the changes that we
have proposed in the Hole-by-Hole section.

Hole
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
Out
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
In
Total

Champ Medal Men's
Yards Yards Yards
437
200
493
301
434
530
152
407
377
3331
175
380
403
532
382
340
583
194
539
3528
6859

437
189
493
301
412
519
150
387
358
3246
159
365
390
532
359
319
560
194
511
3389
6635

423
174
476
279
389
474
123
345
337
3020
152
350
373
520
299
288
533
174
501
3190
6210

Par SI
4
3
5
4
4
5
3
4
4
36
3
4
4
5
4
4
5
3
5
37
73

5
16
9
13
2
7
18
4
12
17
10
1
14
6
15
3
11
8

Ladies'
Par
Yards
396
148
434
258
333
406
118
305
285
2683
148
325
300
477
277
245
483
150
444
2849
5532

5
3
5
4
4
5
3
4
4
37
3
4
4
5
4
4
5
3
5
37
74

SI
9
15
5
13
1
4
17
11
10
18
3
8
12
6
14
2
16
7

We have not altered the Stroke indices, although we agree with the methodology being used to
reassess this. The revised lengths from the back tees would generate the following chart which
shows that the spread of length would be improved on the par 5’s and that if the 3rd and 13th holes
were designated as par 4’s that this would broaden the range of two-shot holes. The length we have
added to par 3 holes 2, 7 and 10 does not spoil the variety of par 3 yardage and there is still at least
a club length between each.

Practice Facilities
The practice facilities consist of a putting green to the south of the clubhouse (shown below) and a
chipping green and long-game practice area to the east of the building. The long practice ground
can also be played from tees on its north side which provides more peaceful conditions and a good
space for coaching. Practice nets have also been provided on the east side of the clubhouse.

3) Bunkers & Strategy
General Comments
Bunkers usually provide the strongest visual impact of any constructed element of the golf course
and they offer the architect the most scope for manipulating the ways in which a player perceives
and tackles a hole. The bunker style also gives the course its own distinctive character. If bunkers
are to be utilised as a prominent feature of the course it is vital that they are presented in a
consistent style and condition. This does not mean that they should be highly manicured but there
should be some uniformity of presentation, height of bunker lip, and depth and texture of sand. On
a heathland course heather and long grass can also be introduced on the fairway bunker banks to
give them a more natural appearance and create the impression that the bunkers were cut into
existing natural ridges which have been retained as promontories of rough in the fairways with sand
cut into their faces.
Principles of Strategic Golf
Well-placed bunkers can encourage the golfer to work for his par (or birdie) but offer a more
straightforward bogey. This is the principle of ‘risk and reward’ which is embodied in the theory of
strategic hazard placement and embraced by architects such as George C Thomas who described
the philosophy very well in 1927:
“The strategy of the golf course is the soul of the game. The spirit of golf is to dare a
hazard, and by negotiating it reap a reward, while he who fears or declines the issue of a
carry, has a longer or harder shot for his second, or his second and third on long holes;
yet the player who avoids the unwise effort gains advantage over one who tries for more
than in him lies, or who fails under the test.”
A simple example of ‘risk and reward’ is a hole which contains a distinct dogleg around a hazard,
such as on the 4th hole where the trees and first bunker on the inside of the dogleg provide the
hazard. The golfer who cuts the corner of the dogleg risks being caught in the hazard but can gain
the reward of a shorter approach shot if he succeeds in carrying or playing close it, without going
in. Apparently straight holes can also provide a variety of target areas for the drive (and second shot
on par 5’s) which offer different levels of risk and commensurate reward. For example, the angle of
the green and layout of greenside hazards can dictate a best angle of attack. For a strategically
designed hole this will normally require a more accurate, and perhaps longer, tee shot to secure. We
will propose certain improvements in the hole-by-hole section which will aim to impart a more
strategic quality to some of the less challenging or interesting holes.
For the better player, fairway bunkers should normally be placed at between 230-270 yards from
the medal tees to entice the player to drive over or close to them to achieve a reward in terms of a
distance advantage or a better line into the green for the subsequent shot. The English Golf Union
use a distance of 260 yards from the tee as an average landing area for the drive of a scratch golfer
when evaluating the Standard Scratch Score, so hazards within 20 yards of this distance are
considered most significant when rating the course and looking at the challenge for the better
golfers. Another 20-30 yards can be added to the above distances from the championship tees for
top amateur and professional events. The positioning of the fairway bunkers should be considered
in tandem with the shape and angle of the green and its surrounding hazards if the correct level of
reward is to be provided for taking on the challenge which is presented to the golfer. Where there
are proposals to remodel the green or add new greenside hazards, these should preferably be carried
out at the same time in order to reflect the strategy of the fairway hazard placement and allow
golfers to appreciate the improvements from day one. It will also avoid the need to return to the
same hole a year or two later to complete the improvements and cause further disruption to play.

Approach bunkers in key locations can add foreground depth to the green, be used for the purposes
of distance deception by hiding part of the approach, which will make it more difficult to judge the
distance to the pin, or to simply challenge the golfer to carry it in order to reach the green in two
shots, such as on a short par 5.
Bunker Placement
We have summarised the current bunker numbers and positions in the table below:
Summary of Existing Bunker Numbers
Approach
Bunkers

Green
Bunkers

Total

2
(par 3)
1
1
2
1
(par 3)
-

Other
Fairway
Bunkers
-

1
2
1
1
1
1
1

2
5
4
4
2
1
3
2
1

5
7
6
6
5
2
3
3
2

7
(par 3)
2
1
3
(par 3)
2
8
15

1
1
1

8
1
2
2
1
6
14

24
1
4
1
3
4
1
14
38

39
2
0
6
4
3
7
1
2
4
29
68

Hole

Drive
Bunkers

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
Out
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
In
Total

We have identified “Green Bunkers” as those which are closer than 5 or 6 yards from the green and
“Approach Bunkers” as those that lie short of the green and may affect a running approach shot.
The remaining bunkers are classified as “Drive Bunkers” for those which come into play on the tee
shot and “Other Fairway Bunkers” for ones which do not generally come into play for someone
playing to par. The table shows that there are 68 bunkers on the golf course with 10 more on the
front nine than the back nine which is due to the larger number of green bunkers on the outward
holes. The fact that three of the holes – the 11th, 16th and 17th holes – have no green bunkers is
largely responsible for this situation and we will outline some proposals in the Hole-by-Hole
section which will change this. Overall, most of the bunkers on the course are greenside ones, as
you would expect, but unusually there is an even split of approach and drive bunkers. Normally
there would be a greater proportion of drive ones and this is something which we would seek to
address.

Bunker Proposals
The following chart provides an overview of the status regarding bunker numbers on the
assumption that all of our proposals were adopted:

Summary of Bunker Numbers if Proposals Adopted
Hole

Drive

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
Out
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
In
TOTAL

2
(par 3)
2
1
1
2
(par 3)
3
2
13
(par 3)
1
3
1
4
1
(par 3)
3
13
26

Other
fairway
0
0
0

Approach
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
8
2
2
2
2
1
9
17

Green

Total

2
4
4
3
2
1
3
2
1
22
2
3
1
3
4
1
1
1
16
38

5
6
7
5
3
4
3
6
4
43
4
0
4
6
4
8
4
3
5
38
81

This shows an increase of 13 bunkers overall with most, 11 in number, additional drive bunkers. A
few additional approach bunkers have been added while the number of green bunkers stays the
same overall.
We will present our detailed recommendations in the accompanying Hole by Hole Analysis &
Proposals.
Bunker Style
There are a few bunker styles evident on the course as shown in the representative selection
overleaf. Example A, which lies on the 1st fairway, has a high face and flat top to the bank which
gives it a very bland shape. Example C, which sits on the 15th hole, is one of the best examples of
the original bunker style since it closely matches the shape of the bunker on the 1948 aerial photo.
Although the sand-line is high in places, it does not quite reach the top of the bank which means
that grass tops the ridge which helps to frame the sand and define the bunker shape. The bunkers in
front of the 2nd green, shown in Example B, still have some of their original shape but the face of
the bunker will have been edged back over the years to cut back damaged grass as a result of sandsplash and erosion so that it now lies on the ridge-line. The grass tongues will also have become
slightly narrower as a result. The relatively new fairway bunker on the 3rd hole has a similar shape
to the one on the 15th hole and fits in well, although the face is a little too steep to retain sand on
and it is a rather penal hazard to play from.

A) Bland high-faced bunker

B) High-faced bunkers with long grass tongues

C) Bunker which has most of its original shape

D) New bunker in similar style

While it is good to have some variety of bunker size and shape, they should generally have a similar
style to provide a cohesive character to the course. Not all the bunkers need to have long grass
noses, and we would limit where they are used since they are not easy to maintain, but providing
some variety of sand-line will give the bunkers a more natural look in keeping with the heathland
character of the course which you are trying to restore. We would generally recommend that the
fairway bunker banks are allowed to grow wispy rough on top, and even heather in places, so that
they become fingers of rough, as well as sand, narrowing the fairways at strategic locations. The
fairway should generally be mown up to the mouth of fairway bunkers, so that they gather the ball,
and beyond the back of the bunker mounds where they are meant to be carried. This will help to
provide an attractive shape to the fairways. Allowing the fairway (and approach) bunker banks to
grow rough will also help to reduce the drought stress on the grass and make it less likely to be
smothered from sand-splash from shots played out of them. The long noses will require only
occasional mowing so that the maintenance requirements should be less.

Managing grass around bunkers
The grass on the bunker mounds and faces should be cut no tighter than semi-rough height since
this will reduce stress from drought, sun-scorch and sand-splash. On fairway bunkers which have
fine grasses on the bunker banks, the grass could be allowed to grow to long-rough height and be
cut just once or twice per year since this will give the bunkers an older and more naturalistic look.
If the grass is a little too thick on the bunker banks, the fertility of the sward can be reduced by
cutting and collecting the grass annually for a few years to reduce the fertility of the soil and the
density of the grass and small areas of ryegrass or Yorkshire fog can be selectively treated with
herbicide.
The grass in front of the bunker mouths on fairway and frontal green bunkers should generally be
cut to fairway height up to within a yard or two of the bunker edge, to allow golf balls to run in, but
the appropriateness of doing so will need to be judged on an individual basis. If the ground contours
are sharp or there is insufficient space to turn the mowers then this could cause wear or scalping
issues.
The shaping of the fairway, in relation to the bunkers which line them, needs to correspond with the
playing strategy of the hole and the intended role of each bunker. Bunkers which are designed
purely as “carry” bunkers can be located partly in the rough, but the fairway must be cut within a
few yards of the back of the bunkers to reward a golfer who takes them on and succeeds in playing
over them. Bunkers which are designed strategically to encourage the golfer to run close to them, in
order to find the best angle into the green, should have fairway mown close to their mouths so that
the best lay-up shot requires fine judgement from the golfer. Bunkers which offer a range of
challenges, including lay-up and carry options, will extend as projections of sand and rough into the
fairway and the grass should be mown closely before and after them. Occasionally a fairway bunker
will be managed as an island of sand, with longer grass on the face, within the fairway.

4) Hole-by-Hole Analysis & Proposals

Hole 1
General observations
A fairly long, gently downhill, par 4 to start (par 5 for ladies) which will help to get golfers away fairly quickly
at the start of their round. If some trees were removed on the right-hand side of the hole to create a gap through
th
to the 6 hole it would open up an attractive view from the clubhouse and give a better sense of space.
Tee shot
The two drive bunkers which sit on a diagonal axis on
the right of the fairway cover the direct route to the
green, from 266 to 307 yards from the back tee, and
narrow the landing area for a long drive. These will
generally only come into play for the better golfer and
there is plenty of space to play left of the first bunker and
to lay-up short of both while still keeping the green in
easy reach for a second shot.
Some tree thinning and removal is required on both sides
of the hole to restore its heathland characteristics and
give golfers a better taste of what is to come.

Drive landing area
The drive bunkers are rather featureless, with just flat
horizons of sand at the top of the ridge-lines, and they
would benefit from remodelling to give them more
character and slightly different shapes.
The purple beech trees which lie beyond the dogleg
provide a useful backdrop from the drive but we would
prefer that only the right-hand one was kept as a single
specimen tree.

Approach shot
The approach shot is guarded by a bunker on the right of
the fairway which sits at right angles to the play-line. We
would propose that it is set on an angle a little higher on
the slope, with the right side 6-7 yards closer to the green
to increase the carry the wider the golfer is from the
target line. Although this bunker might be considered a
little penal on a hole of this length for the higher
handicapper, they will receive a shot and can therefore
play to the green in three shots. It also works well
strategically for ladies playing the hole as a par 5.

Green
The presence of a bank just short of the green means that
a longer shot is required to reach the putting surface than
many golfers will realise the first time they play the hole.
The left bunker fits well with the strategy of the hole and
would just benefit from renovation.

The right bunker is largely hidden to the golfer when
playing to the green in three shots. We would
recommend lowering the mouth of the bunker, to create a
‘gather’, and reducing it in size from the rear so that it
can have more visual impact. This will also provide more
space to access the green from this side and allow wear
to be better spread when walking to the next tee.

Hole 2
General observations
The 2nd hole is a lovely par 3 from the forward tees, where all of its features can be seen, but it loses quality as
you move back.
Tee shot
The brow of the hill obscures the view of the front green
bunkers from the back tees. The ridge could be lowered
over a section to provide improved sight lines and the
soil arising utilised in raising the back tees. The lower
photo opposite shows the better view of the green and
bunkers available from the left side of the front tee.
Some additional length could be added to the hole for the
Black tees and also from the Yellow markers if the tees
are to be raised to gain a better spread of yardage for the
par 3’s.

The woodland beyond the green has edged closer to the
green edge over the years and consists mainly of fastgrowing and relatively short-lived birch trees. If these
were removed it would expose the pines and rising
hillside further back which would create a more dramatic
backdrop to the green.

Green
The green is well bunkered, albeit more in the penal style
of design with its strong carry bunkers which will catch a
ball that lands short. While a more asymmetrical
arrangement of bunkers in the approach to the green
would be fairer we would quite like to retain this historic
feature which can be seen on the 1948 aerial photo.

It rained very heavily during our day on site and some of
the bunkers had flooded when we went out after lunch.
This showed that the water runs off the green and into
the middle-right bunker which causes the sand to wash
out. If this is quite common, we would propose installing
a small gully drain in a slight hollow on the edge of the
collar to take the water runoff underground before it
reaches the bunker.

Hole 3
General observations
Although this is short for a par 5 and could be considered for shortening and conversion into a long par 4 we
feel that it is better to have a gentler start to the round for general play. However, we would propose making it a
long par 4 from the Black tees.
Tee shot
The tee shot plays over a ridge so that the landing area is
blind. However it presents an attractive drive, with
heather in the carry, and so the blindness of the drive is
not a significant issue as long as golfers know when it is
safe to play. However, the fact that the 4th green is in
range of a long slice is a concern and given the fact that
there is plenty of space top the left we would propose
that the fairway is moved in that direction to create a
slight dogleg to the right.
A drive bunker sits on the top of the ridge and is invisible
as a result. We would prefer to replace it with one in the
face of the ridge, on the right side, which will provide
more visual drama for the tee shot and a good reference
for the line of the drive. Trees encroaching on the right of
the tee shot should be removed so that this new bunker
can be made visible.
Drive landing area
The flat-pan bunker which sits on the crest of the hill is a
weak hazard and invisible from the tee and should be
removed. It could be levelled and close-mown heather
established further right in time to provide some penalty
for a wayward drive while allowing the ball to be found
relatively easily.

The bunker which lies at some 280y from the tee is well
placed to suit the strategy of the current hole, although it
is also blind for the tee shot. It is a little severe as a
hazard since it has a very steep face and would benefit
from remodelling to provide a fairer challenge and a
chance to advance the ball a good distance down the
fairway if it is struck well. If the fairway is moved 10-15
yards to the left, as we have proposed, this bunker should
be relocated to the right side of the new fairway as
shown on the hole plan.

Approach shot
The bunker which sits some 80 yards shot of the green
on the right side of the fairway adds some visual
definition to the approach shot and encourages a shorter
hitter to lay up short of it. However, since it is low-lying
no little or no sand can be seen within it and a similar
function could be performed by a heathery ridge.
A new approach bunker would be best sited on the left of
the fairway, on the top of the ridge, and this will work
well with the proposed movement of the drive landing
area to the left since it will create a double-dogleg and a
more strategically interesting hole.

Green
The green is nicely shaped and has a slight front-left to
back-right diagonal form. This could be enhanced by
extending the green 5-6 yards to the back-right and
altering the bunkering a little. The second left bunker lies
almost directly behind the first one and would be better
moved 5 yards or so further right to lie beyond the left
half of the green. A grass depression can be left where
the front half of the existing bunker currently sits. The
back-right bunker could be reduced to a pot bunker size.

Hole 4
General observations
A good short par 4 with a very interesting green which was rebuilt in the recent past.
Tee shot
The direct shot to the green requires a carry of around
245 yards to get over the trees and find the putting
surface. An approach bunker guards the tee shot for the
golfer playing a little left of the green but does not quite
cover the straight line. We believe it should be moved
over by 5 yards or so to present a higher risk for golfers
trying to drive the green but without preventing them
from having a go. Some more trees should be removed
on the inside of the dogleg to allow more of the trouble
to be seen.

Drive landing area
An old bunker which was grassed presents a tricky
hazard for the shorter hitter, especially now that some
coarser grasses have established in the base. These could
be sprayed off using Rescue and reseeded with more
golfer-friendly fine-leaved fescue species so that a ball
can be more easily found and played.

The first drive bunker guards the landing area for the
shorter hitter, requiring a carry of some 200 yards from
the tee. We would recommend that it is built on a frontleft to back-right diagonal so that a greater carry is
required for someone trying to straighten the hole for a
shorter shot into the green.

Approach
The movement of the approach bunker to the right will
provide a gap for the shorter hitter to aim at to the left of
it in order to leave a short pitch onto the green surface.

Green
The right green bunkers fit well with the green and just
need some renovation, including lowering the ground at
the mouth of the first one to gather the ball. The back-left
green bunker is invisible for the approach shot and we
would suggest that it is combined with the front one to
create a larger one which will provide more asymmetry
to the green and a variety of bunker sizes around it.

Hole 5
General observations
The safety of the road on the boundary of the course is a priority on this hole and space needs to be retained to
the right of fairway to allow golfers to drive away from the road and to play for accuracy rather than length. We
have also proposed that the green is extended to the front-right to provide some pin positions further from the
nearby crossroads and recommend that the safety of the road is monitored to see if further action is required.
Tee shot
The tee shot is attractive and plays from elevated tees
with the complete hole visible for the golfer so that he
can survey the strategy before teeing off. The view from
the back tee is more restricted and the tee shot funnels
through a narrow gap in the trees. Some tree removal and
thinning would be beneficial to provide a less constricted
vista and to allow more sun to reach the tee.

More of the foreground to the hole can be seen from the
forward tees which makes them more attractive to play
from. The tree removal and heather regeneration work
which has taken place to the right of the hole has been
very successful.
The gorse in the carry will be quite intimidating for the
shorter hitter and we would suggest that some of the
lower bushes are removed to shorten the carry to the
right of the fairway.

Drive landing area
Two bunkers lie on the left of the fairway to narrow the
drive for the longer hitter. We would suggest that the
first one is removed and the second one enlarged to the
left to perform a similar function. Heather can be
established on the face of the new bunker to mirror the
heathland on the right.

Approach shot
The green is protected by a large bunker on the frontright of the approach and two bunkers to the left. The left
approach bunker is too short to trouble the better golfer
and invisible from the position of the shorter drive so we
would propose that it is removed and replaced with some
low mounds which can be allowed to grow wispy rough
on top.

Green
The green is slightly elevated and falls quite steeply at
the front so that the first 5 yards or so cannot be used for
pin placement.

The right bunker is quite a distance from the green edge
and we would propose that the green is extended by 6
yards towards it, on a slightly lower level, to bring the
bunker more into play and provide a good front pin
position which is missing at the moment.

The sand in the left bunker is low-lying and so the
bunker is hidden from view. We would suggest that the
bunker is enlarged to the rear and the sand-line raised so
it can be seen from further back down the fairway.

Hole 6
General observations
A challenging par 5 which plays uphill for the second and third shots which adds around 20 yards to its length.
Tee shot
This hole has a more wooded feel than the previous ones
and we would like to introduce some more heathland
character to it. The trees on the left provide some
necessary protection for the road but there is plenty of
space to the right of the hole to cut back the trees and
expose some of the better pines. The fairway could also
be mown a little more in this direction and perhaps some
heather established on the edge of the new tree-line.
The ridge in the landing area is a nice feature of the hole
and we would propose to enhance it by adding a bunker
on top of it on the left of the fairway, which will require
a carry of around 240 yards to play down this side but
leaving space to play short of it. Adding some heather to
the face of the bunker will introduce a heathland aspect
to the hole.
Drive landing area
The single bunker on the right of the fairway is out of
range of most golfers. The long length of the bunker,
which runs with the direction of the hole, makes it quite
easy to play out of for the better golfer and therefore
negates its purpose as a strategic hazard. We would
recommend that it is reduced in size and reshaped with
the longer axis angling into the fairway so that a ball
landing in it will never be far from the face, thereby
requiring a more elevated shot with a short-to-mid iron.
A golfer in range of this bunker from the tee will need to
play close to the proposed new left drive bunker in order
to be sure of avoiding it or else will need to play short
which will take the green out of range for the second
shot.
Second landing area/ approach shot
The approach shot for most golfers is played from an
area just short of a ditch which crosses the fairway. The
far ditch bank can be seen but we think it would be better
to grow some fine rough on the face to provide a better
colour contrast so it is more visible. This is a wet section
of fairway, due to a seam of clay which runs through the
area, and some drainage will need to be added to
improve it together with vertidraining and topdressing
with sand.
We propose that a new approach bunker is located
beyond the ditch, on the right side, to frame the green
and catch a wayward shot. Again, some heather on the
face would continue the heathland feel and give visitors
arriving a view of heather on both sides of the drive.

Green
The green is guarded by a bunker which covers the left
third of the green. We would like to extend the green by
2-3 yards to the left to allow a pin to be tucked more
behind the bunker and would therefore propose that the
bunker is similarly enlarged to the left and rear in the
face of the bank.

A small mound which sits beyond the bunker should be
levelled to facilitate the green extension.
The nearest tees on the 7th hole spoil the green surrounds
and we would prefer to remove them, as proposed for the
th
7 hole, and create some heathery mounds here instead.

Hole 7
General observations
A lovely par 3 which is spoiled by the fact that the front of the green is partly hidden by the raised ground in
front.
Tee shot from right tee
The view from the right teeing area is poor since so little
can be seen of the green and its bunkers from this
position so we would propose that it is removed if our
other suggestions are adopted for this hole, with heathery
mounds created in its place.

Tee shot from left tee
The view is much better from the left tee, by virtue of its
elevation, but the front third of the green is hidden
together with one of the bunkers. We believe that a much
better green could be created further back in the face of
the slope to the rear which would make this a wonderful
hole. This would also add around 15 yards to the length
of the hole and allow the Yellow and Red tee markers to
be moved forward to the position of the front tee which
will provide a more enjoyable length and avoid visitors
having to play across the entrance road.

Approach
The ridge which runs in front of the green hides the first
bunker which will catch the shots of many shorter hitters.

Green
The green has an interesting shape with a left to right
diagonal axis and narrow back-right section. If the green
stays where it is we would propose that the gorse is
removed from the lower slopes since it presents such a
penal hazard. Also the rhododendron further back would
be best replaced with heather since it is so invasive.

Hole 8
General observations
A lovely hole which presents a great view for visitors to see as they arrive. However, we believe that it can be
made even more dramatic with some new drive bunkers and by opening up a view of the valley on the right.
Tee shot
The view from the tee is lovely but there is little danger
for the long hitter. We would propose that an echelon of
three bunkers be constructed in the face of the slope to
the right of the fairway to provide an optional heroic
carry for the golfer aiming to straighten the dogleg. Not
only will this add a clear risk-and-reward strategy but it
will provide an even more visually dramatic view from
the tee. Removing the birch regeneration from the valley
on the right and establishing heather through part of it
will enhance the plateau nature of the fairway and
heathland character of the hole.
The tee shot is a bit too challenging for the shorter hitter
who cannot reach the fairway with their drive and we
would propose that a new Yellow tee is built further
forward which can be used in men’s senior competitions
and by visitors. The championship tee is too small and
could be enlarged to the right if some shrubs and small
trees were removed.
Drive landing area
The photo, opposite, has been taken from the area where
the last of the three drive bunkers would be sited. An old
section of hedgerow to the right of this looks out of place
and would best be removed.

Approach shot
The green is flanked by bunkers to each side and one to
the left of the approach. We would propose that the
approach bunker is rebuilt a few yards to the right to
better guard the landing area for the golfer aiming to land
his ball short, to bounce onto the green, while leaving
enough space for him to achieve this with an accurate
shot.

Green
The out-spill of sand at the mouth of the right green
bunker has caused it to grow in size over the years and it
can be reduced in width when it is renovated and
reshaped.
The left green bunker can also be reduced by a yard of so
from the left and deepened so that the base of the bunker
is below the level of the green. The ground in front of the
bunker will need to be lowered to minimise the height of
the step into it and in order to better gather a ball.

Hole 9
General observations
A lovely mid-length par 4 up a valley, but more of it needs to be seen from the tee.
Tee shot from back tee
The tee has recently been extended to the rear to combine
th
with the 12 tee, thereby gaining some additional length
which has worked well. The gap through the trees in
front of the tee is very narrow and the attractive shape of
the hole cannot be appreciated as a result.

Tee shot from front of men’s tee
Although a bit more can be seen form the forward tee,
the vista is still too narrow and we would propose that all
of the poplars, and most of the beech trees, on the left of
the carry should be removed to just leave some pine
trees. On the right the copse should be cut back and
thinned out further to provide a view of the right of the
fairway and some of the green. A few taller pines could
be left if the lower branches are removed to provide a
view underneath.

Drive landing area
As a relatively short par 4 for the better golfer we believe
that more strategic interest could be created by
introducing staggered fairway bunkers at around 240
yards on the right and 270 yards on the left to provide a
range of optional landing areas for the drive depending
on drive distance and accuracy.

Approach shot
The green has an attractive amphitheatrical setting with
the hillside and trees in the backdrop. When the
clubhouse is redeveloped it would be nice to secure a
view down the length of this hole from one of the
windows or balconies.
The left approach bunker, although quite far from the
green, helps to frame the shot and also provides a sense
of where the green is located for the drive.
The right green bunker is well-placed but largely hidden
from view. Lowering the ground at the mouth of the
bunker will improve its visibility.

Green
We understand that water seepage is an issue on the
approach to the green and it is evident that the ditch,
which was built to intercept surface and ground water, is
not deep enough to catch the latter. We would
recommend that a trial pit is dug at the rear of the green
to identify the groundwater level here with a view to
deepening the ditch to intercept it. There does not appear
to be an outlet for the ditch, although there is a drain
nearby, and this needs to be rectified. A headwall with a
silt trap should be fitted at the end of the ditch and
connected to the main fairway drain.
Surface water from the swale to the right of the green
runs straight into the bunker which contaminates the sand
and causes it to flood. A shoulder could be built at the
back of the bunker to block the flow of water and a gully
drain installed to take it underground.
The rather artificial bank at the rear of the green would
benefit from being re-graded and the green could be
extended by a few yards back at the same time to create a
nice pin position on the upper level.

Hole 10
General observations
Some recent tree removal has improved this hole but we feel that it could be even better with some more taken
out on the left and if some more foreground interest was added.
Tee shot
There is potentially space to build a new tee 15 yards or
so further back and left, although it would need to be
built up in level. However, even from the current tees the
hole could be made a more interesting and attractive by
removing a few trees on the left of the hole, introducing
some heather on this side and building a diagonal series
of three bunkers starting with a remodelled approach
bunker and extending to the front-right of the green.
There used to be two other bunkers on this side as can be
seen on the 1948 aerial photo.

Green
The left green bunker gives the green a slight front-right
to back-left diagonal and just needs reshaping, including
lowering the ground at its mouth to better gather the ball.
The hollow on the right of the green could be deepened
and broadened to make it a stronger feature.

Hole 11
General observations
This is uniquely the only hole on the course which does not have any bunkers and we have proposed that it
stays this way but that some interest is added in the form of mounding in the longer landing area for the drive.
Tee shot from left tee
The removal of some poplars from the edge of the left
copse has much improved the drive from this tee. If the
copse to the right of the tees was thinned out to leave
mainly pines this tee could be improved and realigned to
allow the White tee markers to be located on the back of
it, thereby gaining some length. The hole could also be
lengthened further with the creation of a new
championship tee playing on this angle.

Tee shot from right tee
The right-hand tee presents a more friendly line of play
for most golfers who tend to fade the ball. Some trees on
the right of the tee shot should, however, be removed to
provide a clearer view of the right of the fairway.

Drive landing area
The poplars and some beech trees should be removed to
the left of the fairway so that heather, which used to lie
here, can be re-established. Some more interest could be
added in the landing area by building some low
mounding, in the form of a hummocky ridge, on a
diagonal which will link visually with the mound on the
right which a small birch tree stands on.

Approach shot
The approach shot is confused by the presence of birch
trees on each side of the green and while this does not
affect the better golfer, who will be playing a wedge into
the green, it makes it very challenging for the shorter
hitter. The removal of the birch to the right of the
approach will open up a better view of the green and the
bank which falls away on the right side which is the
green’s main protection.
A couple of birch trees should also be removed to the left
of the green since they spoil its setting and cause shade
issues.

Green
The green is attractively shaped but the back and left
banks a little bland. Some heather could be introduced
here to provide a more attractive backdrop.
The raised ground in front of the hollow, to the right of
the green, could be lowered to allow more of the bank to
be seen to heighten the drama of the approach shot.
Some rough could be allowed to grow long on the
shoulder beyond the hollow for the same purpose.

The base of the hollow gathers rainwater which causes
coarse grasses to grow here. If the ground was lowered a
little on the right to drain surface water away this would
allow finer grasses to dominate.

Hole 12
General observations
A strong uphill par 4 which rates as one of the most difficult holes on the course.
Tee shot
The tee has been extended together with the one on the
th
9 hole to add length for the championship course.
Only one of the two fairway bunkers can be seen from
the tee, with the second hidden beyond the ridge which is
a little unfair.
Some trees on the right side could be removed to open up
the drive a little and also, potentially to provide some
longer range views for golfers as they walk up the
fairway.

Drive landing area
The first drive bunker is well sited and we would retain
it, in a remodelled form, and enlarge it a couple of yards
to the right.

Approach shot
The second fairway bunker adds some foreground
interest for the approach shot but it is invisible for the
drive and similar definition could be provided by
converting it to mounding while presenting a fairer
hazard.
The green is guarded by a bunker on the front right and
two to the left. A fourth bunker, at the back-right of the
green, is more-or-less hidden from view and does not
come much into play since golfers rarely play much past
the hole. The second left bunker is also hidden and we
would suggest that both are removed.

Green
The green entrance is quite generous and it could be
narrowed a little by extending the front left bunker a little
forward and right and by moving the right bunker a
couple of yards left, while reducing it in size.

The raised area on the back of the green is very small and
we would suggest that it is enlarged to the back-right,
into the area where the bunker currently lies, and a new
bunker could be built short of this to guard this new rear
pin position.

Hole 13
General observations
This is a great driving hole and a very reachable par 5, even at 535 yards, given its downhill aspect.
Tee shot
The drive could be made more interesting for golfers
unable to reach the drive bunker, which lies at over 300
yards from the tee, by installing a pair of bunkers in the
face of the slope to the right of the fairway covering a
range of 240-255 yards.

Drive landing area
The existing drive bunker is well sited and relevant for
the long hitter and so should just be remodelled in its
current position.

Second shot
The second fairway bunker lies in a hollow and will tend
to catch a poorer golfers second shot. By moving it 15
yards further down on higher ground it will have more
relevance for the better golfer trying to run a long second
shot close to the green.

Green
The bunker to the right of the approach is well-placed
and very much in play for all, especially when the flag is
on the front-right of the green since the ground slopes
down to the green edge. We would like to see it reshaped
with a higher face on the right side to provide a greater
penalty for a more wayward shot.
The left bunker runs parallel to the fairway and blocks
the walk route to the next tees. We propose that it is
moved back a bit and turned a little in front of the green
edge. The green could also be extended by 6 yards at the
front-left which will provide a good additional pin
position.

Hole 14
General observations
The two tee positions provide nice alternative angles of play.
Tee shot from left tees
Although the tee shot plays over the back of the
preceding green, most golfers will have teed off before
the ones in the group behind have reached the green. In
addition if good visibility is provided golfers can choose
to wait or alert others that they are about to tee off.

The fairway is generously wide for a relatively short par
4 and we would propose that a new bunker is built at
around 240 yards from the back tee to make the golfer
think more about direction and distance from the tee. At
this distance the golfer could choose to carry the bunker
and still have enough room for the ball to run out before
reaching the pond. Alternatively the golfer could choose
to play short of it in order to leave a longer approach
from the left side, or play to the right but he might find
himself out of position for the shot into the green,
depending where the flag is located.
An existing hollow, with a mounded ridge built at the
back of it, could be extended into the fairway on the right
side, some 20 yards short of the bunker, to present a
lesser hazard for straying too far that way.
Tee shot from right tees
The proposed new drive hazards would also work well
from this angle, although they would be reachable for
more golfers. However, there would also be more space
to run between them so it would be a fair challenge.

Approach shot
The pond which lies at around 290 yards from the back
tee presents an imposing hazard for the weaker golfer but
adds foreground interest for the approach shot. It also
makes the better golfer question whether he should take
driver from the tee or lay up, especially when the ground
is firm and running.

Green
The green is guarded by two bunkers on the right side
and one at the rear. There is also a steep bank at the front
of the green which means that a ball which lands short is
unlikely to roll on.

The second right bunker is hidden behind the first and we
would suggest that the front one is rebuilt 3 yards or so to
the left to cover more of the green and to expose the
second one to view. The rear bunker could also be pulled
a couple of yards forward so it can be tied in better with
the green bank.

The rear bunker is rather narrow and largely hidden from
view. We recommend that it is deepened a little, widened
from front to back, and the rear sand-line raised in the
face of the resulting bank with heather on the higher
slopes to give it more presence.

Hole 15
General observations
This is a classic short par 4 which has been spoiled by the growth of trees to each side.
Tee shot
The right carry bunker has become hidden by trees which
have grown up in front of it and we would propose that
the trees are removed and heather is established here
instead. A couple of clumps of gorse could perhaps be
retained to give some vertical height while allowing the
bunker to be seen.
Trees should also be removed on the left of the drive to
provide a view of the left drive bunker and the green in
the distance, which will tempt the golf to have a go and
probably lull them into making a mistake. This will also
make the hole safer since golfers will know if it the green
and approach is clear before they drive.
The carry to the green is a little short to really test the
best golfers and so a new Black tee could be built 20
yards further back in the land which the Club own when
it is redeveloped as an academy course. This will create a
bigger difference in length between this and the 4th hole
which would be beneficial.
Drive landing area
The drive zone is well guarded and the bunkers only
some minor renovation, including replacing the gorse
with heather on the left fairway bunker and raising the
mounds on the right one.
Some mounding could be added on the right of the
fairway to tighten the landing area for the lay-up shot a
little.

Approach shot
We would recommend that a new bunker is sited on a
diagonal drawn between the left drive bunker and the
front right greenside bunker, near where the golfer in the
photo opposite is pictured, to create a narrow landing
area for a golfer trying to drive the green. Some fairway
can be cut to the left of the new bunker to reward an
accurate shot with an onward bounce.

Pond
The pond to the right of the fairway is largely hidden and
a view of it could be opened up if it were improved and
perhaps extended a little.

The outlet for the pond is silted up and needs to be
cleaned out.

Green
The green is nicely angled and well bunkered with just
minor renovation required. The front-right side of the
green could be mown a yard further right to give more
space for a pin on this side.

Hole 16
General observations
This is the longest of the par 5’s at 557 yards but it is a little bland due to the tree-lined nature of the hole and
the lack of well-placed fairway bunkers which makes it seem a bit of a slog for the shorter hitter.
Tee shot
There is scope to lengthen this hole to around 580 yards
from the back tees and this will allow the White and
Yellow tees to also be moved back to create an even
bigger variety of par 5 length, and a stronger challenge
for the big hitters.
Some trees should be removed from the left of the drive
to give more space to play down this side of the fairway
th
and take play way from the 14 tees. A bunker could also
be built in the face of the ridge, just beyond the oak tree,
to challenge the long hitter trying to gain an advantage
by landing on the downslope of the ridge.

Second shot
Trees narrow the second shot for most golfers and we
would recommend that the width is increased and varied
by selectively removing trees on each side, and
particularly the line of birch on the right.

Approach shot
The bunker on the right of the fairway will catch the
weaker golfer and adds little to the hole. We suggest that
it is removed and replaced by one higher in the face of
the ridge which will guard the start of the downslope to
the green. Another bunker could be sited on the left of
the fairway, a little further down, to frame the approach.

Approach
The flat area on the right of the approach could be
returned to fairway and the end of the ridge, which
borders it, reshaped as mounding with a spur running off
of it to the left which will act as a grass bunker to catch a
ball which is played too high on this side.

Green
The green is a little bland and the awkward mounds on
the left would be better replaced by a large bunker on
this side. The green could be extended by 5 yards to the
back-left to make a longer green with a better range of
pin positions. This section should be narrower than the
rest of the green and will leave a hollow on the right
which will need to be drained to prevent it holding water.

The rhododendrons to the rear of the green should be
removed and ideally replaced with heather. The pine
copses either side should be thinned out to allow more
light to reach the green and 17th tee.

Hole 17
General observations
This long uphill par 3 plays to a tricky green and is a strong penultimate hole.
Tee shot
Although this hole is quite strongly uphill, the golfer has
a good sense of where the green lies due to the way that
the apron has been mown, almost as a false front to the
putting surface, which helps to lead the eye. However we
believe that it could look even better, and made more
playable for the weaker golfer, by rearranging the bunker
positions.
A large oak tree to the left of the tee is a lovely feature
but it casts shade on the tee surface which extends the
period for recovery after divoting and wear. Raising the
canopy of the tree should help a little.
Some birch trees which impinge on the right of the tee
shot should be removed.

Tee shot from front tee
The ladies’ tee is a long way forward which makes it a
more manageable hole for the weaker golfer. Once the
bunker alterations have been made the Ladies’ Section
might consider moving back to the front of the middle
tee to provide a more challenging finish to the round of
about 150 yards, playing about 165 yards, which would
create a better range of par 3 length throughout the
round. Although we have not shown it on the hole plan
we have included this in the proposed scorecard.

Approach
The front bunkers are a concern for the shorter-hitting
players and we would propose that they are removed and
replaced with a new bunker sited a few yards further up,
on the left of the approach, to leave a gap on the right for
an accurate shot to play through.
Another bunker located closer to the green edge should
be constructed to guard a back-left pin position and the
two should read nicely from the tee to give the hole more
visual depth.

Green
The green is small but beautifully shaped with a raised
area on the back-left. It falls away sharply at the front to
carry away any ball which lands short. There is a small
plateau on the front right of the green which a golfer can
use to kick a ball into a right pin position and we would
like to position a bunker to the right of this area, close to
where one used to exist, to reduce the size of the bail-out
area on this side. If it is built up it should be visible from
the tee and will help to frame the right of the green.

Hole 18
General observations
This is a good closing hole with a very interesting very long green.
Tee shot
We feel that more drama is required for the final drive
and the two rather flat-pan bunkers on the right do not
really do the job. We would prefer to see a diagonal
feature of three staggered bunkers formed across the
fairway with the first one starting 10 yards or so beyond
the first of the existing bunkers. The second bunker
should be built at the rear of the next bunker and
extending a few yards further left and the third at just
over 300 yards from the existing back tee.
Some trees should be removed on each side of the tees to
reduce the funnelled impression from the back tees and
allow more light into the tee surfaces.
Second shot
The approach to the green is guarded by a bunker on the
left which is deceptively far from the putting surface. We
would like to enhance the impression that the green is
closer than it is, and make more of the feature, by
extending the bunker along the face of the bank to the
rear and left.

Approach
More can be seen of the green and its right bunker for the
shorter third shot which most golfers will be playing,
although it is still difficult to appreciate just how large
the green is. The right bunker is rather remote and does
not tie in very well with the green shape. We propose
that it is removed and that a new bunker is installed
further back to mark and guard the start of the upper
plateau of the green.

Green
The main challenge of the green is its extraordinary
length and the judgement required to get somewhere near
the pin for a probably two putt. The plateau nature of the
back section could be enhanced by creating a wide swale
on the right.

