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In speaking with our Greenkeeping Team, we have tried to summarise recent
th
processes on the course along with some future short term operations planned, as at 15 Feb 16:

COURSE CONDITION UPDATE
Over the past few weeks it has been necessary to bar buggies and trolleys from the course, this
decision was not taken lightly and is reviewed every day. This report gives an overview of why this
unfortunate situation persists. The recent amount of rainfall has highlighted a major problem which
is prevalent across the whole course, 'Thatch'. Below is a explanation of what thatch is and the
problems it causes. Due to the course fairways being very compacted and previous maintenance
regimes, thatch and compaction will be a challenge to reduce over the next few years. It will take a
long term program of aeration, scarification and other treatments to see a discernible difference in
our fairways and promote firmer, drier fairways and out of play areas.

A member approached me regarding the slitting of fairways recently and the uneven finish that was
left behind. This is as a consequence of getting through the 3-4 inches of Thatch and underlying
compaction this unfortunately is an inevitable consequences of aerating fairways and rough. Until
we have begun to get on top of these issues fairways and out of play areas will still retain water and
some areas will remain highly unstable and subject to sinking or tearing.
We are using a brand new large fairway
slitter similar to the one shown here which
works to a depth of around 10".
We have also hollow cored, scarified and
continue to verti drain our fairways this
process will be done many times, over the
coming years.
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THATCH ON THE COURSE

Here we see the sponge effect of thatch on our fairways with water trapped in the top 3 or 4 inches causing the
ground to be unstable and tear: turning quickly to mud and unable to grow good grasses. This is the harsh
reality of many of our course fairways some of which are much worse, especially those which are in shade or
which have a clay band such as hole 6.
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Here you can see the infestation of moss
on fairways where 'thatch' has caused
areas to be so wet grasses are unable to
grow.
When this area is scarified to remove
the moss you are left with bare patches
of soil or mud. Removal of thatch and
moss is a long term process of aeration
and scarification as well as repair of the
bare areas left behind.

Because many areas of the course remain very wet maintenance processes to relieve compaction and thatch by
the greens team will leave evidence of this work such as tyre tracks. Unfortunately this is a chicken and egg
situation, as the work to relieve compaction and thatch requires heavy machinery to be used it is an unwanted
side effect, as the areas become less and less compacted and drier so damage or marking of these areas will
diminish.

Tyre tracks left after completing work on
the course. It is and unfortunate
consequence of essential maintenance
and the heavy rain which the course has
had to deal with along with compaction
and thatch which renders areas soft and
unstable.
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So you can spot your Greens Chairmen around
the place here are recent photos:
Paul Orton (Chair) on the left
Trevor Ryan (Vice Chair) on the right.

Please feel free to ask questions and give
feedback.

6

